
         
  A program of the Friends of The Porkies 

                  in cooperation with 

Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park 

 

Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park 

   Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park (affectionately called the Porkies) located on the southern shore of Lake 

Superior, is 26 miles long and 10 miles wide.  It offers 60,000 acres of natural beauty ranging from stunning vistas to 90 

miles of rugged backcountry trails.  The Park provides four-season recreation at its finest.  

   This wilderness park is ideally suited for an Artist-in-Residence program.  There are 25 miles of wave-washed shores, 

four inland lakes, entire river systems, countless waterfalls, enchanting wooded peaks and an escarpment that rises slowly 

from the edge of Lake Superior until it plummets abruptly into the Carp River valley.  Still, the most impressive feature of 

the Porkies and the reason for its creation is the virgin forest of eastern hemlock and northern hardwoods.   This unique 

resource, known as a “forest museum,” supports a wide variety of captivating flora and fauna.  

   The Porcupine Mountains’ cultural history begins with the Native Americans who named the escarpment peaks after the 

crouched woodland porcupines they resemble.  Europeans first came to the area in search of furs and successive waves of 

extraction efforts followed.  Between 1845 and 1910, 45 different copper mines operated in the park., and loggers 

harvested the easily reached shoreline pines in the early 1900’s. 

   The vast and varied cultural and natural resources of the Porkies present the ideal location for artistic endeavors.  

Anyone who has spent a minute in silence at the base of a towering pine, held on to their hat as the wind and waves of 

Lake Superior lash out against the shore, or traced the outline of an old stone foundation of a mine building knows the 

potential of this park to inspire creativity. 

 

Artist-in-Residence Program 
   The Artist-in-Residence program at Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park is open to artists and artisans whose 

work can be influenced by this unique northern wilderness setting.  It offers writers, composers and all visual and 

performing artists and artisans the opportunity to experience the natural beauty of the Porkies and express it through their 

particular art form.  Each year, a number of artists will be selected for residencies lasting two or three weeks. 

   Each artist will contribute a piece of work representative of their residency to the permanent collection of the Friends of 

the Porkies. Donated pieces will be delivered within one year, framed, bound or otherwise ready to display and will offer the 

public an opportunity to gain new insights and enjoy the park through the artists’ unique interpretations. 

   During their residency, each artist will share their experience in a public program, demonstration, talk, workshop, etc.  

This will be done in conjunction with the park’s interpretive programs.  The presentation will depend on the artist’s 

medium, interests and experience and will be approximately one hour in length. 
 

                                                                                                                           

Friends of the Porkies 
 

The Friends of the Porkies was established in 

March, 1998 as a nonprofit organization 

dedicated to enhancing Porcupine Mountains 

Wilderness State Park experience for all of 

its’ visitors. The organization’s purpose is to 

promote, support and assist in the efforts of 

the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources to offer interpretive, scientific, 

historical, educational and related visitor 

services at the Porkies. 
 

Dan Urbanski 
The late Dan Urbanski, founding president of the Friends and award-winning 

photographer, inspired the creation of this program.  Dan spent many years hiking and 

photographing the unique aspects of the Porkies.  In tribute to his memory and to his 

efforts with Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, the Friends dedicated  

the rustic timber-framed cabin, which houses the artists in residence,  

to him and have thus named the cabin “Dan’s Cabin”. 



Artist-in-Residence Program Information 
Accommodations 

   The Artist-in-Residence will be based in Dan’s cabin at no charge. Dan’s cabin is a rustic cabin with simple amenities 

including an outdoor privy, small icebox and woodstove.  There is no electricity or running water but the cabin does have 

a gas light and gas stove.  There is a two person maximum occupancy in the cabin allowing the artist to have one guest if 

he or she chooses. Dan’s cabin is furnished with table, chairs, two twin beds and basic cooking equipment and utensils. 

The artist must provide personal gear, food and art supplies. Artists wishing to participate in the backpacking experience 

will be able to register for a three-day backcountry permit at no extra charge. 

  Wildlife is affected by the presence of domestic animals long after they have left; therefore, pets are not allowed to be a 

part of this program.  

  Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park is defined as a wilderness and all visitors must be well prepared.  The artist 

should be in good health, and expect solitude, simple facilities and rapid changes in weather. 

 

The Selection Process 

   A panel of professionals from various disciplines, and a Friends of the Porkies representative, will choose the finalists 

from each year’s applicants.  The selection will be based on artistic integrity, willingness to adapt to a wilderness 

environment and the ability to relate and interpret the Park through their work.  All forms of art will be considered 

except those that are inconsistent with the mission of the park.   

   The sole submission of a resume is insufficient.  We ask that you refer to the selection criteria when preparing your 

application.  Proper scoring can only take place if all required information is submitted. 

Selections will be made without regard to race, religion, marital status, sex, age or national origin. 

 

Application Procedure - Applications must include the following: 

1.  Your resume (maximum two pages).  

2.  A summary of creative works (exhibits, shows, galleries, published list, etc.) 

3.  A statement of purpose explaining what you hope to gain from a wilderness residency at  

     Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park. 

4.  A description of your proposed public program (demonstrations or workshops).  

5.  Indicate preferred dates.  Refer to residency availability listed below.  Listing several possibilities in order of 

preference is helpful in scheduling. 

6.  A statement of your willingness to donate a piece of work inspired by your stay to the Friends of the Porkies. 

7.  Samples of recent work. 

Visual Artists:  No more than six digital images (jpeg).  (Photographic prints are not acceptable). Please include image 

size (height x width). 

Musicians & Composers: a CD labeled with name. 

Dancers & Other Performing Artists: a DVD labeled with name. 

Writers and journalists: a brief manuscript, short story or article labeled with name. 

8.  A self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE) large enough and with sufficient postage to cover return of your materials. 

9.  A completed entry form (found on page 3). 

Please note: all artists’ work must be original. 

 

Available residency dates 

 2-week residencies: 

  June 18 – July 1 

  July 8 – July 21 

  July 23 – August 5 

  September 17 – September 30 

  October 1 – October 14 

  October 15 – October  28 

  January 20 – February 3 

3-week residencies: 

 *May 21 - June 10 



 *August 15 – September 4 

*3-week residency time slots can be changed to 2-week residencies if requested. 
    
 

Deadline:  Applications must be received by March 31, 2012.   
 Notification will be made by April 26, 2012. 

 

Send all materials unfolded, without staples to the following address: 
   

   Porcupine Mountains Artist-in-Residence Program 

   P.O. Box 221 

   Ontonagon, Michigan 49953 

 

Additional Information can be found at www.porkies.org  

or by emailing AIRP@porkies.org  
 

The following check list is provided to help make sure that your application is complete. 
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Please print a copy of this 

Entry Form, complete it by 

printing or typing your 

information, cut it out and 

paperclip it to your 

application.          

                              
                          

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

Artist-in-Residence Program Entry Form 
(please type or print) 

 

Name:________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________ 

 

City:________________________ State:________ Zip:________ 

 

E-mail:________________________________________________ 

 

Phone (day):____________________(evening)________________ 

 

Medium_______________________________________________ 

 

Check List 
Be sure to include all of these: 

 Resume 

 Summary of creative works 

 Your statement of purpose 

 Description of public program 

 Your preferred season or dates 

of residency 

 Your preferred duration 

 Statement of willingness to 

donate 

 Completed entry form (found 

below) 

 SASE with sufficient postage 

 Samples of work 

http://www.porkies.org/
mailto:AIRP@porkies.org

